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Reflective Journal Guidelines

You will be responsible for writing about 250 words twice per week in a reflective journal (i.e.
500-word min. per week). You do not need to write as if you will turn in a formal paper. The
entries can be informal or bullet points (but make sure to convey ideas clearly). An entry may
consist of an in-class writing exercise. Or it may explain the notes you took while reading or
participating in class conversation. I may ask you to upload a photo of a class exercise. The
primary task in this reflective journal is to engage class material consistently and actively.

Given current events—the ongoing conflict in Israel and Palestine, the upcoming presidential
election, the concerns about campus protests and classroom teaching in Indiana and the US (see
IN 202)— your thoughts about this topic and assigned materials will extend to encounters
outside the classroom. I encourage you to make such connections on your learning journey. What
do you read in the newspaper? Learn in other classes? Discuss over lunch with a peer? Your
journal can include web links, photos, podcasts, conversation summaries, or book excerpts.

Each entry of the reflective journal should be dated. You will keep this journal on google
documents and share the link with me. I am the only person who will have access to your
reflective journal unless you choose otherwise. When you share the google link, you must be
sure to provide me with access so I can make marginal comments (i.e. not to edit per se).

You should note that nearly every class meeting this semester has a series of prompts below the
reading material. You can use these prompts to launch a journal entry or go “off script” as
merited by the news, conversations with friends, or associated ideas you may want to explore.

I will assess this journal four different times in the semester. I have not set specific dates for my
grading of this exercise. I will post a grade on Brightspace when I do assess your journal. I will

also put marginal comments on your Brightspace document as part of our intellectual exchange.

The PURPOSE of this reflective journal is to record ideas, personal thoughts, experiences,
insights about the course’s themes or the history (including its ongoing history) of the
Arab-Israeli Conflict. You should show that you are thinking deeply about assigned materials
and processing ideas. By processing, I mean you may feel like you are learning something new
that provides insight into historical processes or current events. You may want to express a
question or concern that is raised in the class. I also want to encourage you to challenge me to
think through the material in new ways. You are not being graded on your ability to regurgitate
facts or information. I am not grading you on embracing my interpretations of event history.
Instead, I am asking you to identify choices made in the telling of history, such as the sources,
and to think about how such choices illuminate your understandings or general understandings
of the “much too promised land,” as one American diplomat calls the area that once was
Ottoman Palestine.



I want to specify that how you feel (vour political perspective or emotional responses) is not to
be mistaken for evaluation. I am going to give you an extended example of what I mean below.

I may or may not like a movie I see, but, as a film reviewer, I need to examine why. A thoughtful
film review would not rely solely on subjective statements, such as: I don’t really like superhero
movies, so this new Marvel film holds no real appeal. Or, I am a queer woman, and this movie
doesn’t have any characters that look like me. However, a film reviewer might use their
immediate response to raise questions to foster a good analysis: How would the movie change if
there was a queer character? What questions might a Marvel fan ask? A film critic seeks to
identify the aim of the filmmaker and evaluate a work on those terms before expressing
subjective opinion. In a like manner, you may or may not enjoy certain assigned materials, but
you want to identify the goals and purposes of the author and/or instructor before ‘reacting.’

You are a student of history in a fraught time, and I ask you to do the required intellectual work
of this class. I do not ask you to ignore or deny your personal experiences or political feelings;
however, I also do not want you to close yourself off to critical interpretations of the readings,
discussions in class, or other materials provided to you. What is an author (or professor) trying to
convey, and how? With what success? What questions are raised? And how do the class
materials—along with lectures or class discussions—add to what you know about the past?

Here are some ideas for framing (inspiring) your entries (see, https://ar.talic.hku.hk/am_rj.htm):
e discussion of reading or film from your personal perspective or another perspective

synthesis of an argument of complicated materials along with your questions about them

a comparison of a particular issues with prior or new knowledge

generating questions about the actual resources used for class

description of first-hand experiences as related to issue at hand in materials

expression of personal or political feelings vis a vis readings or discussion

integration of classroom materials into real-world experiences of the day...

...and more intellectual frameworks, as you can come up with them.

As the link listed above explains, a higher education website, my REASONS for assigning a
reflective journal are: a. to allow students to take initiative in their learning experience; b. to
explore concepts and ideas in relation to thoughts and feelings from different perspectives; ¢. to
become an independent thinker able to solve problems through appropriate sources and critical
analysis; d. to write with abandon, using a genre that does not require distractions like grammar,
paragraphing, etc.; e. to express thoughts about a course (in a civil manner) and their learning
process, while sharing (as comfortable) how these thoughts emerge from personal experiences
and opinions; f. to think critically and to relate classroom knowledge to real world issues.

I will GRADE your reflective journal four times over the course of the semester.

The grades for this reflective journal will be assigned based on the following criteria: a. the
journal entries are of required word length and frequency, b. you show critical engagement with
the materials (i.e. understanding various perspectives, the underlying ideas, raising questions.),
and c. you relate this material to overarching historical processes as well as to current events.
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