
US Relations with the Middle East 
 
Op-Ed #3 
 
How should the US respond to England’s occupation of Egypt?     
 
This op-ed assignment requires you to propose a response to England’s occupation of Egypt in 
1882. You must write it from the perspective of an American citizen (state or non-state actor).   
 
A successful op-ed will provide a cohesive argument that demonstrates consideration of, at the very 
least, assigned materials by Andrew Priest, Fanny Stone, the diplomatic missive from Berlin.  
 
Your op-ed might also consider other works.  I advise, as always, that you review Shimko’s writing 
on interests and values as well as the pdf detailing Dr. Brownell’s presentation on writing op-eds.   
 
You might also want to consider some of the ideas in Goffman’s article on missionaries and the 
classroom discussion on the ways that new technology was bringing the world “closer.”   
 
Further, you might consider engaging Santelli: Greece and Egypt both make claims to being a cradle 
of civilization. Yet England responded quite differently to Egyptian revolution than Greek 
revolution. Should you--as an American of that time—consider this inconsistency in your op-ed?   
 
In other words, this assignment is designed as a “unit evaluation.” You do not have to touch on 
every work we have read, but your AI preventive paragraph should indicate how you came to 
support the ideas you will submit as an op-ed about US responses to what is going on in 1882.          
 
Your op-ed should be 750-850 words (no more, no less).  As an AI preventive, write a separate 
paragraph (150-250) discussing where and how the class material or discussion led to your ideas.   
 
I identified some common criteria for improvement while evaluating the first op-ed.  I am sharing 
them below and hope you will treat them as a checklist to refer to before you upload your final draft:  

●​ give your op-ed a catchy title that suggests your argument 
●​ consider and address counter-arguments to your own position in the op-ed’s text 
●​ use a quote or two that will both enhance your authority (to purported readers of the time) 

while demonstrating (to me) your familiarity with the assigned materials and class discussions 
●​ review your paper and eliminate passive voice or “weak” verbs (is/are, was/were, be, being) 

 
 


