
US Relations with the Middle East 
 
Op-Ed #1 
 
On 22 December 1802, the National Intelligencer of Washington DC devoted its front page to current 
problems/issues with Tripoli. On this front page, you will note a series of documents that 
accompanied a message President Jefferson sent to member of Congress. I have drawn your 
attention below to a piece by James Leander Cathcart and another by Richard O’Brien.   
 
You can consult this newspaper through the Library of Congress collection “Chronicling America” 
at this link: 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045242/1802-12-22/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1790&index
=0&rows=20&words=Tripoli&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1810&proxtext=Tr
ipoli&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1 
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Using ideas developed in class—specifically about interests and values, the making of U.S. foreign 
policy, and the history of early American encounters with North Africa—write an op-ed of 750-850 
words (no more, no less) from the perspective of historical figure William Eaton or John Foss.     
 
I am particularly—but not exclusively—interested in the question posed by Cathcart in the excerpt: 
“Can the wisdom of the government devise no means either to prevent the cruizers of Tripoli from 
putting to sea, or our merchant-ships from passing up the Mediterranean unarmed and without 
convoy.”  How would the historical figure you are channeling respond to this question?   
 
As I hope is clear from previous class discussions with my Purdue colleague Dr. K. Brownell, I want 
you to clarify the authority and perspective that your historical figure brings to this issue.   
 
As an AI preventive, please include a separate paragraph of 150-250 words (or bullet points) with 
short discussion of where and how class material and discussion led you to your op-ed ideas.   
 
 
  
 
 


